
11.17.19 Revelation 22:1–5 
 
1 The angel showed me the river of the water of life, which was as clear as crystal, flowing from the 
throne of God and the Lamb. 2 In the middle of the city’s street and on each side of the river was a tree of 
life that yielded twelve kinds of fruit. The tree yields its fruit every month, and its leaves are for the 
healing of the nations.  3 There will no longer be any curse. The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in 
the city. His servants will worship him. 4 They will see his face. His name will be on their foreheads. 5 
There will no longer be any night or any need for lamplight or sunlight, because the Lord God will shine 
on them. And they will reign forever and ever. 
 

Paradise Restored: A Glorious End that Never Ends 
 
Genesis begins with a description of paradise in very picturesque and beautiful language. 

9 The Lord God made all kinds of trees grow out of the ground—trees that were pleasing to the 
eye and good for food. In the middle of the garden were the tree of life and the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil.  10 A river watering the garden flowed from Eden; from there it was 
separated into four headwaters. 

Paradise would have been a beautiful and bountiful place to live.  It seems to have been the source from which 
all life would flow and grow on earth.  
 
There is a place called Paradise, MI.  It is in the U.P., just south of Whitefish Point on Lake Superior.  I doubt 
that it feels too much like Paradise right now.  Yet in the summertime I wouldn’t be surprised if it was a 
beautiful place to live.  Our family used to love to travel up north in Michigan to a place called Crystal Lake. 
The lake was true to name.  It was as clear as could be - you could see clear to the bottom over 20 feet down.  It 
reminds me of going across the barge on Kitchitikipi.   We used to love to go camping up there.  Sitting around 
the campfire and eating smores:going fishing: heading down to McCay’s Corner Store to get some ice cream.  
 
Do you have any places like that from your memory?  Good memories of beautiful places that you enjoyed 
when you were younger?  Do you wish you could go back to those times and those days?  But so much has 
changed in between.  Some of the couples that used to go there are now dead or divorced.  Their families have 
long moved apart.  There’s no going back.  
 
That’s true also of creation.  A lot has changed since the Creation.  We’ve fallen into sin by eating from the 
Forbidden Fruit.  Creation has become a terrorist of sorts with earthquakes and famines and floods.  Things will 
only get worse as the earth decays.  Revelation portrays Satan as opening us his serpine mouth and trying to 
send a flood like river to swallow up God’s church.  Death continues on through natural disasters and diseases. 
Snow and cold causes accidents and makes people freeze to death.  Earth is a far cry from what she once was.  
 
So humanity tries to reverse the Fall through climate change legislation.  We think that we can control and save 
our planet if we just join the right agreements.  Perhaps then we can save the world from dying in the next ten 
years.  If we can just cut our carbon emissions and stop using coal: if we can stop making clothes and start 
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living off the land again as earlier agrarian  societies once did: then we will be able to return our Earth to her 
pristine condition over time.  But we must act now. 
 
Yet this is hard for us to swallow as Christians.  We don’t want to pollute our God given world.  We want to be 
good stewards.  But Jesus prophesied that there will be earthquakes and famines, wars and rumors of wars. 
How can you restore something that is cursed by God Himself to corruption and death as a consequence of the 
Fall?   At what point are we trying to fight against gravity and become our own gods and our own saviors? 
There is a better way.  There is God’s way.  
 
Instead of trying to reverse the past through what we do, we look to the past at what Jesus did.  He didn’t 
reverse the past.  When Satan opened up a river to consume the church, God had the earth open up and swallow 
up the river.  In a similar way, God had the river of death divert to Jesus on the cross.  When Jesus died under 
the curse and damnation of God on the cross, He swallowed up death and was buried with it.  Why?  So that He 
could create a new future after death in the resurrection from the dead.  
 
From the cross Jesus created a new river of life, through faith in Him.  Jesus said, “Everyone who drinks this 
water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks the water I give them will never thirst. Indeed, the water I 
give them will become in them a spring of water welling up to eternal life.”  Jesus flows forth with 
forgiveness and holiness through faith in His blood.  Forgiveness pours through and in baptism.  Forgiveness 
flows through and in the Lord’s Supper.  This forgiveness flows with life and hope.  When we are connected 
with Jesus, God considers us to have been damned with Him.  Yet He also knows that we will be raised with 
Him too in the future - to a new life.  
 
The angel showed me the river of the water of life, which was as clear as crystal, flowing from the throne 
of God and the Lamb.  Water is necessary for life.  The human body is said to be made up of 60% water.  It 
would be impossible for humans to survive on the Moon or Mars without water, and it costs thousands of 
dollars to transport water because of its weight.  Peter said that God made the universe out of water and by 
water.  So it shouldn’t surprise us that in the new earth God has pictured the place flowing with water.  It flows 
from the throne of the Lamb, which is representative of Jesus, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the 
world.  So we see that heaven flows with life from the Lamb.   His sacrifice and resurrection is what enables us 
to live for eternity and never be thirsty for love, forgiveness or affection. 
 
In the middle of the city’s street and on each side of the river was a tree of life that yielded twelve kinds of 
fruit. The tree yields its fruit every month, and its leaves are for the healing of the nations.  3 There will 
no longer be any curse.   Imagine that!  A street without potholes or stop lights!  No police monitoring your 
speed!  There’s open and easy access to everywhere you go!  Talk about heaven!  
 
But here’s something even better!  There’s only one tree in Paradise Restored.  It is the Tree of Life.  There is 
no Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil.  We’ve already experienced the consequences of that Tree.  We’ve 
been there and done that.  We don’t want any part of that One, and God won’t have it there.  It means that there 
will be no more room for temptation in heaven.   There will be no threat of another Fall.  There will be no more 
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death.  There will only be life, and plenty of it, with a wide variety of it.  12 different crops for 12 different 
months of the year.  There will be a wide variety of life.  
 
It’s hard to imagine what that will be like - to never face another sickness, never sit through another funeral, 
never go to another hospital.  It will be flowing with LIFE!  When I think of life in this world I tend to think of 
youth and energy and excitement.  Yet youth can be some of the laziest people on the planet.  When you 
suggest going out and playing, or going on a bike ride, or exercising, it’s the last thing they want to do.  When 
you get middle aged you might want to exercise more just so that you don’t lose what mobility you have.  But 
sooner or later it catches up with you.  You all slow down sooner or later if you live long enough.  That’s not 
going to happen in heaven.  The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city. His servants will 
worship him.   Heaven will be a place of activity - fun activity.  We won’t get bored.  We won’t be lazy.  We 
won’t just sit around and eat grapes.  
 
Every place you visit usually has a main attraction.  One restaurant or one site that all the rest of the activities 
flow around.  When we went up to the U.P. a few years ago it was Tahquamenon Falls.  In South Dakota it was 
Mount Rushmore.  But what about here?  They will see his face.   Whose face?  God’s face.  When Moses was 
on the top of Mt. Sinai and God had given him the Ten Commandments, he begged to see God’s face.  God 
couldn’t do that because of Moses sin.  So he had Moses stand in behind a crack in a rock and pass by - 
showing only His back side to Moses - a covered glory.  When Jesus was on earth - even then as God in the 
flesh - His glory was covered to a point.  When Jesus let His glory shine on the Mt. of Transfiguration, the 
disciples fell on the ground and covered their faces in fear.  But NOT in heaven!  There we will see His face. 
 
This is what God has wanted to happen ever since the Fall.  This is what David wrote about in Psalm 27 -  
  
One thing I ask from the Lord, 
    this only do I seek: 
that I may dwell in the house of the Lord 
    all the days of my life, 
to gaze on the beauty of the Lord 
    and to seek him in his temple. 
8 My heart says of you, “Seek his face!” 
    Your face, Lord, I will seek. 
 
There are some people that have beautiful eyes, or beautiful hair, or a beautiful personality.  Sometimes, though 
rare, it is all of the above.  You can’t help but look at them.  In a play they are known as the people who “steal 
the show.”  When someone you are attracted to smiles at you and speaks with you or pays attention to you, it 
makes you feel special, important, and great!  Sometimes those attractions can be deadly.  In marriage, 
however, it is a great and holy thing!  
 
It’s the opposite of spouse who is yelling at you or a child who says, “I hate you.”  It’s the opposite of walking 
down the street and having people not even look up at you to say “hi.”  It’s so much different than sitting at a 
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dinner table and having someone look at their phone the entire time.  God looks at us!  We see His face!  There 
are no cell phones!  What a blessing!  
 
Think of the Aaronic blessing that God wanted Aaron to say over the Israelites and what we use at the end of 
the service.  “The Lord make His face shine on you.”  Or as we used to say, “The Lord lift up His 
countenance on you.”  Imagine seeing the face of Jesus smiling at you.  Zephaniah 3:17 says, 

The Lord your God is with you as a hero who will save you. He takes great delight in you. He will 
quiet you with his love. He will rejoice over you with singing. 

 
I think of how a groom sees his bride-to-be come down the aisle with her father in arm.  He is so delighted to 
see her in all her beauty.  She enjoys the attention that she is getting.  She wants to be his and he wants to be 
hers.  That’s how heaven will be in the presence of Jesus.  Sometimes we worry about who WON’T be in 
heaven.   I think we will be more enamored with who IS there.  Jesus will look at us.  He will smile at us.  We 
will be beautiful, but we certainly won’t be enamored with ourselves when we are in the presence of Jesus.  Our 
eyes will all be primarily focused on Jesus.  He will be the center attraction.  What a beautiful thing to look 
forward to!  
 
And they will reign forever and ever. 
 
Jesus did not rescue us so that we would be eternally poor and hungry.  He died so that we would be kings and 
queens, reigning with Him in eternity.  This was His hope for us.  He died to make it reality.  
 
When John wrote this letter, he was on the island of Patmos as a prisoner.  He was the only one of the 12 to 
survive this long.  They all were martyred and he was imprisoned.  There wasn’t much reward in this world. 
But his eyes were on heaven.  Today’s letter to the Revelation points your eyes there too.  Sometimes when 
you’re reading a book you might page forward to the end to see how it ends, especially so you won’t worry 
about what happens while you’re reading the book.  
 
The book of Revelation, the last chapter of the book of the Bible, shows us the end.   Jesus wins, and so do we 
who die in Christ!  With such promises early martyrs could face the lions in the arena and sing songs of praise 
to their God while they awaited their deaths.  So can you, when you keep your eyes on Jesus.  This is Saints 
Triumphant Sunday.  We celebrate today because we believe that Jesus is victorious, and so are His people. 
We’ve seen the end, which never ends, and it’s glorious.  Amen.  
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